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Personal Reflection: The News Media’s Influence on Criminal Justice Policy
As the twentieth century was wrapping up, the criminal justice system of the US adopted more punitive policies. The criminal justice system in the United States of America adopted policies that were thought to be harsh than those of any other Western country. The policies which were adopted in the various states made imprisonment more time-consuming for the offenders. In addition, these policies allowed the criminal justice system to allow additional juvenile offenders to be put on trial as well as punished as adult offenders. 
We have seen the media taking part in many serious crimes. The press can be managed effectively to contribute significantly to the investigations being conducted. However, at times the media interest has been investigating serious crimes such as rape and murder. Such cases have indicated to attract a substantial amount of press interest, specifically in the first few days of an inquiry. However, after a certain time the interest shrinks but some particularly newsworthy offences might appear to sustain national media interest for some time. The news media might end up indicating the excesses that certain criminal justice policies have and hence make them to be reviewed. 
The news media might be required at some point to ensure that a mature assessment has been done before they disclose information regarding a certain offence. There are some cases that might involve information that might have dire consequences in the event that they have been disclosed to the public. However, there are others which when disclosed to the public will serve to increase the probability of generating additional valuable information. Therefore, it is important for the news media to ensure that it has carried out an accurate assessment to reveal the likely consequences in the event that they have released the details of the case to the general public.     













Work cited
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sara, B.: The News Media’s Influence on Criminal Justice Policy: How Market-Driven News Promotes Punitiveness, William & Mary Law Rev. (2006), http://scholarship.law.wm.edu/wmlr/vol48/iss2/2
